The meaning of social cohesion 2 During this period, the term was used to talk about the need for South Africans to unite as part of a broader process of nation building and reconciliation. 3 In South Africa, as a result, the term 'social cohesion' has been equated with issues of race relations. 4 International scholars, on the other hand, have used the term to analyse and understand the interaction between social exclusion, poverty and inequality. 5 More recently, the term social cohesion has been used in studies of crime and violence. 6 The dominant view in these studies 7 is that a lack of social We visit each other … so friendships develop as colleagues. 23 We are like a family now because of what CWP taught us. We can work together with the community. 24 It was evident in the six communities that networks between people increased as a result of the implementation of the CWP programme. The fact that the CWP facilitators and coordinators meet once a week to discuss work to be undertaken in the community enhances social relations and the spirit of collegiality among them, as described in the quote below.
This article discusses the contribution of the Community Work Programme (CWP) to social cohesion, a term that is widely used in post-apartheid South Africa. 1 The article is based on a study that examined the contribution of the CWP to violence prevention. The study by researchers from the Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation was conducted in six communities
We meet every Friday to provide reports but to also share among ourselves what we are doing in our wards. Before we used to compete against each other but now we support each other because we all want to succeed … We have become closer like one big family. Thematic content analysis was used to identify and code all the themes for in-depth analysis.
Creating and enhancing social networks
One of the key attributes of social cohesion is to 'instill in individuals the sense of belonging to the same community and the feeling that they are recognised as members of that community'. 19 Kate
Philip argues in her work that one of the unintended consequences of the CWP has been the facilitation of social relations among CWP participants and community members. 20 One CWP participant who contributed to the CSVR study asserted that the CWP promotes the spirit of ubuntu among participants and that they provide each other with support. 21 Positive social bonds between participants were found to be valuable in enabling CWP participants to work well as a group. With regard to the stokvels, we realised that the CWP money is little, so we decided to contribute R100 with certain ladies. We were nine and we would contribute R100.
28
Yes, there are so many stokvels where people meet and contribute money every month.
29
[With] the money we get from CWP we are able to do many things. We are able to pay for burial societies, stokvels. We use that money.
Maybe you'd find that we each pop out R20 -sometimes when it comes to you it's R200 and you are able to buy school uniform and so on. were involved in organising these public campaigns -which emerging literature identifies as an important feature of successful campaigns to address domestic violence. 46 The involvement of men in campaigns such as this gives them the opportunity to reflect about violent practices associated with negative forms of masculinity that oppress and subjugate women. 47 In Manenberg, CWP participants initiated a public campaign against gang violence. Several public marches took place under the banner of 'Take Back
CWC and violence prevention
Our Streets'. Ex-gang members were also recruited to be part of these public campaigns, aimed at dealing with the problem of gang violence in the area.
These examples illustrate the potential of the CWP to bring community members together in doing work that is intended to prevent crime and violence. The want to attract to this programme so that we can also contribute towards reducing crime and related problems. 37 We do not just play but we use soccer to recruit many people because they all like soccer. It is easy to get them if you ask to come and play soccer or other sports. This is when we talk to them [about] many other things, like crime, nyaope and other things. We tell them about school and education, you see. 38 Gary Barker found that soccer was effective in preventing violence in the townships (favelas) in
Brazil, especially where these soccer events were linked to acquisition of other life skills, mentorship programmes and career opportunities. We want to spread a message that crime is not good as well as drugs. We have public anticrime campaigns by telling young people to stay away from crime because crime is not good. We tell them as ex-offenders because we know that crime is not good. 41 With crime prevention programmes in CWP,
we have a project whereby we motivate young CWP are inclusive, consultative and depoliticised so that they do not become a source of division and violence in communities.
Concluding remarks
Even 
